Dermatan sulphate in patients with heparin-induced thrombocytopenia.
Patients with thromboembolic diseases who develop heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT) type II require an alternative anticoagulation strategy. Dermatan sulphate (DS) was administered to five patients with thromboembolic diseases who developed HIT type II and showed an in vitro cross-reactivity with low molecular weight heparins. The platelet count and the extension of thrombosis were monitored during DS administration. In four of the five patients the platelet count rapidly increased after heparin was discontinued and DS started. A low platelet count persisted in the single patient with cross-reactivity to DS, up to 4 d after its discontinuation. None of the patients experienced thrombus extension, haemorrhagic side-effects or other adverse events.